BEST ALBUMS OF 2025

AARRANGED & CONDUCTED BY ODED LEV-ARI
(FEAT. ANAT COHEN, AVISHAI COHEN, YUVAL COHEN)

% 3

ANTHONY BRAXTON

TRILLIUM X

%k %k %k MASTERPIECES

ANTHONY BRAXTON

Trillium X
PMP..oieeeeieeeeeeeee Aug., 76
JAMES BRANDON LEWIS
QUARTET

Abstraction Is Deliverance
Intakt ..o Aug., 68
JON BATISTE

Big Money
Verve/Interscope.....Aug., Online
MULATU ASTATKE

Mulatu Plays Mulatu

Strut e, Oct., 48
DAVID TORN

peace upon you

Torn MUSIC ..cccoevevriciceee. Oct., 56
3 COHENS/WDR BIG BAND
Interaction

FAN 3 V4 [T Mar., Online

THE WESTERLIES

Paradise

Westerlies................ June, Online
%%k %%k HISTORICAL
CHARLIE PARKER

Bird In Kansas City
VEerve..oiiieieiiiaeens Jan., 58

STANLEY COWELL

Musa: Ancestral Streams
Strata-East......cccovennee. June, 52
CHARLES ROUSE

Two Is One

Strata- East.....cccevnnee. June, 52
CHARLES TOLLIVER

Music Inc., Live At Slugs’
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Volume [ and Il
Strata-East......cccceevinnns June, 52

DOC POMUS/

VARIOUS ARTISTS

You Can’t Hip A Square:

The Doc Pomus Songwriting
Demos

OMNIiVOore.....cceeeereenenn, Dec., 58

Kk k k12 NEW

ERIC ALEXANDER

& VINCENT HERRING

Split Decision

Smoke Sessions...Sept., Online

GARY BARTZ
Damage Control
OYO.iiieeeeeeeecee Oct., Online

RON BLAKE

SCRATCH Band feat.

Reuben Rogers & John
Hadfield
7ten33productions..Oct., Online

ANOUAR BRAHEM
After The Last Sky
ECM s July, 46

JAROD BUFE
Brighter Days
Calligram ......ceeue. Mar., Online

TERRI LYNE CARRINGTON

& CHRISTIE DASHIELL

We Insist! 2025
Candid.....cccooviveevenne July, Online

BRIAN CHARETTE
Borderless
SteepleChase................ June, 50

NELS CLINE
Consentrik Quartet
Blue Note ... April, 48

MUJIC INC
CHARLES TOLLIVER
JTANLEY COWELL
CECIL MBEE
Jimmy HOPPS

MVE AT SLUGS
VOLUMEI & II

Doc Pomus

UCAN'T HIP A SQUARE

GEORGE COLEMAN
George Coleman With Strings
HighNote ......ccoccevevivennne. Dec., 57

GEORGE COLLIGAN
Live At The Jazz Standard
Whirlwind.........c....... May, Online

GUSTAVO CORTINAS
The Crisis Knows No Borders
Desafia Candente...April, Online

THEO CROKER
Dream Manifest
Dom Recs............... June, Online

THEON CROSS

Affirmations: Live At The Blue
Note New York

New Soil x Division 81...Aug., 70

DAOUD

MATHIAS EICK
Lullaby
ECM e April, 52

IVAN FARMAKOVSKY
Epic Power
SteepleChase.......... July, Online

JOE FARNSWORTH
The Big Room
Smoke Sessions....Aug., Online

SULLIVAN FORTNER

Southern Nights
Artwork....ooeceveeenns Jan., Online
DANNY GATTON

AND FUNHOUSE

Live At The Holiday Inn 1987
GIreSS i Nov., 60

JIMMY GREENE
As We Are Now
Greene Music Works.... Sept., 53

JOHN HART
Love Is
SteepleChase.................. May, 56

GILAD HEKSELMAN
Downhill From Here
La Reserve.....enne June, 44

NICK HEMPTON & CORY WEEDS
Horns Locked
Cellar Music............. Feb., Online

FRED HERSCH
The Surrounding Green
ECM e Sept., 50

STEVE LEHMAN
The Music Of Anthony Braxton
Pl April, Online

ANDRE LEROUX

Montreal Jazz Series Vol. 1:
Echanges Synaptiques

Disques BG.......cccueue.e. Mar., 42

FURRY LEWIS
Back On My Feet Again
Bluesville......counee. July, Online

DONNY MCCASLIN
Lullaby For The Lost
Edition ..o Nov., 54

MYRA MELFORD
Splash
INtakt ..o April, Online

LINDA MAY HAN OH
Strange Heavens
Biophilia.....cccooveeveuenee. Sept., 46

JEFF PARKER ETA IVTET
The Way Out Of Easy
International Anthem...Jan., 62

JOHN PATITUCCI
Spirit Fall
Edition ..o Mar., 36



PLAINSPEAK
Someone To Someone
Irabbagast......ccceeveeenne Oct., 56

JOHNNY RAWLS
Make Them Dance
Catfood ... July, 44

GONZALO RUBALCABA/
CHRIS POTTER/ERIC HARLAND/
LARRY GRENADIER

First Meeting: Live At Dizzy’s
Club

5PasSioN...ccceecececeee, Oct,, 51
SHABAKA

Possession

Impulsel......ccooevnnee. Jan., Online
JALEEL SHAW

Painter Of The Invisible
Change....ccceoeenene. July, Online
SILT REMEMBRANCE
ENSEMBLE

The Order

Cuneiform.............. April, Online

TRIO OF BLOOM
Trio Of Bloom
Pyroclastic............... Oct., Online

MARK TURNER

We Raise Them To Lift Their
Heads

Loveland.........c....... Jan., Online

WEBBER/MORRIS BIG

BAND

Unseparate

Out of Your Head.......... Oct., 47

BEN WENDEL

Understory: Live At The Village
Vanguard

Edition ..o Jan,, 61

WILD IRIS BRASS BAND
Way Up
Ear Up..cveeveeecenn, Aug., Online

ANTHONY WILSON NONET
House Of The Singing
Blossoms

Sam First .o, Oct., 54

MIGUEL ZENON

Vanguardia Subterrdnea
Miel ... Nov., 61

%%k %% HISTORICAL

ALBERT COLLINS/ROBERT

CRAY/JOHNNY COPELAND
Showdown
Alligator......ccccoceeveeevennne Jan., 60
CHICK COREA

Piano Improvisations, Vol. 1
ECM.iiieieeece August, 72

BLIND GARY DAVIS
Harlem Street Singer
Craft/Bluesville.............. Jan., 60

LIVEAT THE VILLAGE VANGUARD

CARLOS GARNETT
Cosmos Nucleus
Time Traveler................. Dec., 54

NOAH HOWARD
Berlin Concert

TrOSt e, Mar., 40
ELMORE JAMES

Hits & Rarities

Sunset Blvd. ... May, 52

* &k kx NEW

IDRIS ACKAMOOR ANKHESTRA
Artistic Being
Strut e June, 46

AMBROSE AKINMUSIRE
honey from a winter stone
Nonesuch ......cccceveueunne. Mar., 38

ALCHEMY SOUND PROJECT
PERFORMS THE MUSIC

OF SUMI TONOOKA

Under The Surface

Artists Recording Collective
............................................. Aug., 74
JD ALLEN

Love Letters (The Ballad)
Savant........ October, Online

MARSHALL ALLEN’S
GHOST HORIZONS
Live In Philadelphia
Ars Nova Workshop/

Otherly Love................ June, 49
LEON ANDERSON

Live At Snug Harbor

Qutside N, June, 49

SIMON ANGELL/TOMMY CRANE
Angell & Crane

For The Living And The Dead
............................................. Mar., 42

ARCHER
Sudden Dusk
AerophoniC......ccceeueunnn. July, 44

ARTEMIS
Arboresque
Blue Note ......ccoevicnn. Feb., 56

ATLAS MAIOR
Palindromlar
Dead Red Queen..Nov., Online

OMER AVITAL
New York Now & Then
ZamaZama....ocoeeeeeeiennns June, 51

KENNY BARRON
Songbook
ArtwWork.....ccoveeeveeienens Dec., 50

JON BATISTE
Beethoven Blues
Verve/Interscope......... Feb., 56

LIV

ALAIN BEDARD’S
AUGUSTE QUARTET
Particules Sonores

BELIEVERS
Hard Believer
Shifting Paradigm ...Feb., Online

GREGG BELISLE-CHI
Slow Crawl/

ANDY BISKIN/

MIKE MCGINNIS/

PETER HESS/

SAM SADIGURSKY

Reed Basket
Andorfin......eveeeeninn, Aug.,

JOHNATHAN BLAKE
My Life Matters
Blue Note .....cooveeeeeeenne Nov., 54

JASPER BLOM QUARTET
WITH METROPOLE ORKEST
Metropolarity
Whirlwind................. May, Online

JANE IRA BLOOM
Songs In Space
Qut-Lin€..ceiicececenee Oct., 49

JOE BONAMASSA
Breakthrough
J&R Adventures........... Sept., 52

CRAIG BRANN

FEAT. GREGORY TARDY

For The Record
SteepleChase.................. Oct., 53

PATRICIA BRENNAN
Of The Near And Far
Pyroclastic ....ccccoeeveueanee. Nov., 53

JAROD BUFE
Brighter Days
Calligram ....ccoceeveeeveninne Aug.,

TOMMY CASTRO

& THE PAINKILLERS

Closer To The Bone

Alligator .....cocvveccnns Mar., 44

RAVEN CHACON
Voiceless Mass
New World......ccccovevnn.n. Oct., 52

CHRIS CHEEK
Keepers Of The Eastern Door
Analog Tone Factory...July, 42

PALOMA DINELI CHESKY
Memory
Audiophile Society ...... Oct., 48

CHICAGO
UNDERGROUND DUO

Hyperglyph
International Anthem....Oct., 51

ST2025!;

TERRI LYNE CARRINGTON & CHRISTIE DASHIELL

FIRTIER

MARCUS GILMORE

NIGHTS ,

MIKE CLARK
Itai Doshin
Wide Hive.....cooveerennne Dec., 58

YUVAL COHEN
Winter Poems
ECM e April, 52

SCOTT COLLEY/EDWARD
SIMON/BRIAN BLADE

Three Visitors
GroundUp.....ccoevevevinennnnne Jan., 59

CHICK COREA/CHRISTIAN
MCBRIDE/BRIAN BLADE
Trilogy 3

Candid ...cccoeeieeeieeienns May, 48

SYLVIE COURVOISIER

& MARY HALVORSON

Bone Bells

Pyroclastic ..o Mar., 36

EDDIE DANIELS
To Milton With Love

Resonance ......cccveene. Dec., 55
JAMES DAVIS’ BEVELED

Arc And Edge

Calligram ....ccoeveeeeevvenens Aug., 78

CAROLINE DAVIS/

DUSTIN CARLSON

Sprites

Out of Your Head......... Nov., 62

MICHAEL DEASE
City Life: The Music Of Gregg Hill
Origin .o, June, Online

RACHEL ECKROTH
& JOHN HADFIELD
Speaking In Tongues

Adhyaropa.......cccccea.. Mar., 40
MARTY EHRLICH

TRIO EXALTATION

This Time
Sunnyside....eenne. Aug., 70

AMIR ELSAFFAR
New Quartet Live At Pierre
Boulez Saal

AMIR ELSAFFAR/

LORENZO BIANCHI HOESCH
Inner Spaces
Kuroneko.......ccoeevanee. April, 52

CENK ESEN
Endlessly
D VA T July, 50

ESTHESIS QUARTET
Sound & Fury
sunnyside......oeeeeenenene July, 49

STEVEN FEIFKE

The Role Of The Rhythm
Section Vol. Il

La Reserve.....ieen. Feb., 67
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mothership


FIELDWORK
Thereupon
pi

BELA FLECK/ _

EDMAR CASTANEDA/
ANTONIO SANCHEZ

BEATrio

Béla Fleck Productions/
Thirty Tigers....cccccevnen. July, 40

JOE FONDA
Eyes On The Horizon
Long Song .....ccceeeeeevenane. Jan., 57

JOEL FRAHM TRIO
Lumination
FAN o V4 [N Jan,, 62

SATOKO FUJIi/
NATSUKI TAMURA

TOMAS FUJIWARA
Dream Up
P Dec., 59

ELLIOT GALVIN
The Ruin
Gearbox.......... February, Online

LARRY GOLDINGS
1 Will
Sam First .occcceeeeeciens Mar., 39

MARY HALVORSON
About Ghosts
Nonesuch ......cccoevivennen. Aug., 68

D.K. HARRELL
Talkin’ Heavy
Alligator.....ccccceevevevnene. Sept., 52

JOEL HARRISON
Guitar Talk, Vol. 2
AGS...ooiieeeeeee e April, 48

PHIL HAYNES
Return To Electric
Corner Store Jazz... April, Online

WILL HOLSHOUSER
The Lone Wild Bird
Adhyaropa.....cccecvvvennne Oct, 56

VIJAY IYER/

WADADA LEO SMITH

Defiant Life

ECM e May, 46

SVEN-AKE

JOHANSSON

Two Days At Café Oto
OtoroKU....coveveveeceecrennn Sept., 54

RICO JONES
BloodLines
Giant Step Arts ... Nov., 62

KADAWA

Post Graduation Fees
Independent Release.....March,
Online

RYAN KEBERLE

& COLLECTIV DO BRASIL
Choro das Aquas

Groove Monkey........... Sept., 49

FRODE KJEKSTAD

Jazz Detectives
LOSEN o June, 50
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ALEX KOO

Blame It On My

Chromosomes

W.ERF. . Mar., 44

VLADIMIR KOSTADINOVIC
Iris

Criss-CrosS....covevvrennens Aug., 74
BENJAMIN LACKNER
Spindrift

ECM e, April, 52

JOSH LAWRENCE
Still We Dream
PoSi-ToNe ...cceevriveieens Oct., 57

JAMES BRANDON

LEWIS TRIO

Apple Cores

ANTI e Mar., 36

HAROLD LOPEZ-NUSSA
Nueva Timba
Blue Note .....ccoovvveenenns Nov., 56

LIONEL LOUEKE/

DAVE HOLLAND

United

Edition ..o Jan., 54

LUCIA
Lucia
La Reserve. ... May, 55

DOUG MACLEOD

Between Somewhere

And Goodbye
Reference......cccoevvveunn. Sept., 52

BRANFORD MARSALIS
QUARTET

Belonging

Blue Note ......ccceevevneee. April, 41

BEX MARSHALL
Fortuna
Independent Release.....Jan., 60

GABRIELA MARTINA/

MAXIM LUBARSKY
Explorations In Sound
Independent Release....July, 48

TYREEK MCDOLE
Open Up Your Senses
ArtWOorK.....oooceeeeeevieieen July, 48

PETE MCGUINNESS

JAZZ ORCHESTRA

Mixed Bag

Summit....ccceeeeveennee. May, Online

BRAD MEHLDAU
Ride Into The Sun
Nonesuch .......cccceveveunee. Oct,, 45

MATT MITCHELL/

SARA SERPA

End Of Something

(0] o] [ U115 YZ Dec., 56

BILLY MOHLER
The Eternal
Contagious ......cccceveeeenne Mar., 41

NILS PETTER MOLVZAER
KHMER Live In Bergen
Edition .o Nov., 63

DAVY MOONEY &

KO OMURA

The Word
Sunnyside.....ooceeeeveveienns Feb., 60

FRED MOTEN |

& BRANDON LOPEZ

Revision

Tao FOrms.....ceceevennee. June, 50

CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE

Look Out Highway
Forty Below.......c.c......... July, 44
NORDKRAFT BIG BAND/

REMY LE BOEUF/DANIELLE
WERTZ

Silent Course
Gateway....coveveveeenennns July, 50

ARUAN ORTIZ
Créole Renaissance
Intakt ..o Nov., 63

ED PARTYKA JAZZ

ORCHESTRA

Ed Partyka,
Arranger-Composer
TCB.ovrvveeins October, Online

BEN PATTERSON

JAZZ ORCHESTRA

Mad Scientist Music

OrigiN i June, 45

THE ANTHONY PAULE

SOUL ORCHESTRA

What Are You Waiting For?
Blue DOt...cocvveverce Mar., 44

PERCEPTIONS TRIO
The Wicked Crew
Independent Release....May, 58

SAMORA PINDERHUGHES
Venus Smiles Not

In The House Of Tears
Machel/Good Cloud Day....Jan., 56

GWENIFER RAYMOND

Last Night | Heard

The Dog Star Bark

We Are Busy Bodies....Oct., 52

ERIC SCOTT REED
Out Late
Smoke Sessions............. July, 49

SARAH BELLE REID
+ VINNY GOLIA
Accidental Ornithology

Infrequent Seams......... May, 57
TAD ROBINSON

Soul In Blue
Delmark....coeeeveveirennne. July, 44

MEHMET ALI SANLIKOL
7 Shades Of Melancholia
DUNYa..ciiieeiieeienns May, Online

THE JOHN SANTOS SEXTET

& FRIENDS

Horizontes

Machete .......ccoceevevvvennne. April, 51

ALTIN SENCALAR
Unleashed
Posi-Tone.....ccceeeuenene June, 48

MARK SHERMAN
Bop Contest
Miles High................ Nov., Online

CORKY SIEGEL

Corky Siegel’s Symphonic
Blues No. 6

Dawnserly ....ccoevevevenee. Mar., 44

TESSA SOUTER

Shadows And Silence:

The Eric Satie Project

Noanara .....cceeeevevecveenens Aug., 79

CANDI STATON
Back To My Roots
Beracah....ccoeveeeennns May, 52

DAYNA STEPHENS
Hopium
Contagious ......ceeeveveunens Feb., 62

SULTAN STEVENSON
El Roi
Edition .o, June, 52

MACIE STEWART

When The Distance

Is Blue

International Anthem.....June, 46

KEVIN SUN
Quartets
Endectomorph.............. Feb., 63

DAVE STRYKER

Stryker With Strings

Goes To The Movies
Strikezone................ Jan., Online

ALEXIS P. SUTER BAND
Just Stay High
Nola Blue.....cccoovvveeeenne Sept., 52

THREE-LAYER CAKE

Sounds The Color Of

Grounds

Otherly Love................ Oct., 55

THUMBSCREW
Wingbeats
Cuneiform .....ccoceeeveveenns Jan., 60

BILL TOMS &

HARD RAIN

It’s All We’re

Fighting For
Terraplane.......c...... Nov., 60

us3
Soundtrack
US3 e Sept., Online

SACHAL VASANDANI

Best Life Now

— Acoustic Sessions EP

Patron Saint............. Oct., Online

INES VELASCO
A Flash Of Cobalt Blue
Bespoke Jazz............... Sept., 49

WDR BIG BAND
Bluegrass
MCG..oieiieeeieeen June, 46

DAN WEISS QUARTET
Unclassified Affections
Pl Aug., 70

RODNEY WHITAKER

Mosaic: The Music

Of Gregg Hill

(@11 o WSS May, 50

SIMON WILLSON
Bet: Live At Ornithology
Endectomorph............... May, 51

GAIA WILMER

& RA KALAM BOB MOSES
Dancing With Elephants
Sunnyside......coeeeevenenne. July, 45



SPIKE WILNER TRIO
CONTRAFACTUS

The Children & The Warlock
Cellar Music Group July, 43

WINNIPEG JAZZ
ORCHESTRA
East Meets West:
Connections
Chronograph June, 46
MICHAEL WOLLNY TRIO
Living Ghosts

ACT, Online

BRANDON WOODY
For The Love Of It All
Blue Note .... ..May, 48
WORKS TRIO

Scouring For The Elements
Connection Works

JOHN YAO AND HIS 17-PIECE
INSTRUMENT
Points In Time

See Tao July, Online

% %% HISTORICAL

CHET BAKER

Five From ’65: The Quintet
Summer Sessions

New Land

JAKI BYARD
Blues For Smoke
Candid...

CRUSADERS
Freedom Sound
Pacific Jazz

WALTER DAVIS JR.

Davis Cup
Blue Note

VON FREEMAN
Never Let Me Go
SteepleChase

BENNY GOLSON
Gone With Golson

ANDREW HILL
Grass Roots
Blue Note

JOHN LEE HOOKER
The Standard School
Broadcast Recording s

KEITH JARRETT
The OId Country
M

THE JAZZ MESSENGERS
Strasbourg 82
Gearbox

B.B. KING
In France
Deep Digs/Elemental....Jan., 60

ROLAND KIRK

Domino:

Live At Radio Bremen Studios
1963

Moosicus

PHAROAH SANDERS

Izipho Zam
(My Gifts)
Strata-East

HORACE SILVER
Silver In Seattle:

Live At The Penthouse

Blue Note

MEMPHIS SLIM

At The Gate

Of Horn
Craft/Bluesville LP

CECIL TAYLOR/
TONY OXLEY
Flashing Spirits
Burning Ambulance

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Classic Vanguard
Small Group Swing

Nov., 60

Sept., 50

Sessions
Mosaic

2% UNITED STATES

o Mot 3

IMMEDIATE VACANCIES

R

HYTHM
VOCAL
WINDS




